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We are a Reform Jewish Congregation
dedicated to melding the traditions of our
faith with contemporary life. Our
Congregation, chartered in 1856, is listed
on the National Register of Historic Places
and is a City of Pittsburgh Historic
Landmark. We are a diverse congregation
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and individuals.
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The mission of Rodef Shalom Congregation is to build and sustain a vibrant Reform Jewish community. We
guide and support our members in living full Jewish lives throughout the life cycle, based on Torah (study),
avodah (worship), and gemilut hasadim (acts of loving kindness). We strive to be a national and international

leader in Jewish thought and practice.
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CLERGY

We are writing this on October 27, 2023, exactly five years after
the synagogue shooting which took the lives of 11 beloved
Pittsburgh Jews. This massacre has been called the deadliest
antisemitic attack in U.S. history. Even five years later it is still
unfathomable. We are in the midst of the war between Israel
and Gaza precipitated by what has been called "the worst
single-day slaughter of Jews since the Holocaust." This too
is unfathomable.

Many of us don’t know where to turn, or may find hostility where
once there was solidarity and kinship. The fifth verse of Psalm
118 teaches, “In my grief | called out to Adonai, and | was
answered in great relief.” This is a poetic interpretation; more
literally, we are calling out “from a narrow place” and God
answers us "in great expanse.” When we feel alienated or
disappointed in our wider community, we can turn to the
expansiveness of Jewish connection to find comfort
and community.

At vigils and commemorations we see and feel the support and
understanding of others, text study anchors us to age-old truths
and insights, community service is both the right thing to do and
makes us feel better. Shabbat is an oasis of hope and
wholeness amidst whatever brokenness happened during the
week. Finally, perhaps the most salient lesson from 10/27 is that
we are strongest together.

Throughout this publication you will find myriad ways to
experience the vibrancy of Jewish culture and tradition. Our
prayer services offer a space to connect with your soul and
perhaps offer hope and solace in this difficult time. Torah study
and classes with our rabbis and cantor connect us to the
wisdom of Jewish thought and illuminate texts with lessons that
are as relevant today as they were thousands of years ago. If
you are seeking a place of expansiveness, then we are here for
you. We welcome you to this sacred space and invite you to join
us in exploring Judaism and honoring our tradition which has
endured and thrived through so many generations, including in
times of persecution and uncertainty. We encourage you to find
your best doorway into Jewish life and community.

Ty, (o™

Rabbi Sharyn Henry Canjgr Toby Glaser
henry@rodefshalom.org glaser@rodefshalom.org
412.621.6566 x126 412.621.6566 x123

Lunch Time Liturgy with
Cantor Toby Glaser
Thursdays - January 11 - February 8, 2024
1:00 - 2:00 p.m.

Free for Members - $54 for non-members
Register at rodefshalom.org/lunch

Bring your own lunch and join Cantor
Glaser to look at the prayers of Kabbalat
Shabbat—the opening psalms and prayers
of the Shabbat evening service. This class
will be recorded for those unable to attend.

Wise Aging: Growing into Wisdom
with Rabbis Sharyn Henry and
Jessica Locketz
Mondays - January 8 - February 12, 2024
7:00 - 8:30 p.m.

Free for Members - $72 for non-members
Register at rodefshalom.org/wiseaging

There is no set of instructions for growing
older—for our shifts in our social and
support networks, the feeling of invisibility,
dealing with aging parents, the mixed
signals of entering retirement, or the
surprising turn in our relationships with
ourselves and others. On the other hand,
we can count ourselves as part of an
extraordinary generation of pioneers in
understanding and making the most of this
"third chapter" of life. Many of us will be
blessed with unprecedented healthy years
ahead, full of potential for learning
and growth.

This experience is designed for Jewish
adults 55 and older; anyone open to
conversations about what it means not just
to get older but to age wisely.

Reach out to Rabbi Jessica Locketz at
locketz@rodefshalom.org to find out more.
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BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Bill Battistone
President of the Board of Trustees

1 battistone@rodefshalom.org

Dear members and friends,

Like many of you over the past several weeks, | have
struggled mightily with the events in Israel, and the
subsequent reaction of many in America and the global
society. It has created a situation for me where | have
tended to feel paralyzed; paralyzed because of the
heartbreak | feel for the people of Israel, and paralyzed
because of lacking the ability to feel like | can
adequately  articulate  the events in  the
appropriate context.

Israel holds a special place in the hearts of so many of
us at Rodef Shalom. It is a nation intertwined deeply
with our Jewish heritage, and a symbol of resilience and
the enduring drive for peace and justice. In the last
several years, while the challenges the region has faced
have been very real and extensive, Israel remains a
beacon of hope for all Jews.

The current situation in Israel, like many in 2023, is
complex and multifaceted. While the headlines tend to
be flooded with sensationalized stories or one-sided
biased accounts, we must continue to remember the
impact they have on our brothers and sisters in Israel,
and we stand in solidarity with them during this time.

Rabbinic Search Update

Hal Coffey and Susan Friedberg Kalson
Committee Chairs

We are pleased to report that the work of the Rabbinic
Search Committee is well underway. To prepare our
application for the Central Conference of American
Rabbis (CCAR), the rabbinic organization that guides
the placement of Reform Rabbis in Union for Reform
Judaism congregations, Committee members fanned
out to dozens of congregants to determine what
attributes are most important in a new Rabbi for Rodef
Shalom. Thanks to all who responded, we were able to
use that information in drafting the application to post
our position with the CCAR.

At Rodef Shalom, we must recommit ourselves to
promoting  dialogue, understanding, patience,
empathy, and peace. We must make a conscious effort
to remind ourselves that being members of Rodef
Shalom does not mean that we simply attend services
or spend time in the building. Being members of Rodef
Shalom is a contract between us and the entire world to
constantly seek peace and pursue it. We must
rededicate ourselves to the namesake of this
Congregation, for this is no greater purpose than to
consistently seek peace and become a blessing to
those around us.

Although | have felt paralyzed at times, | have found
spiritual comfort in this community, knowing that no
matter what happens, our commitment to peace will
always see us through. As we continue to come
together, let us remember the sacred bond that
connects us to Israel and its people, and may our words
and actions continue to inspire those around us.

Thank you for being a part of this community, and for
agreeing to be pursuers of peace together.

L'Shalom,

Rabbis began applying shortly afterward, and the
committee met in mid-October to review the
applications received to date. By the time you read
this, we will have conducted several virtual interviews
with top candidates and will likely be moving toward
inviting one or more to Pittsburgh for in-person
interviews in late autumn or early winter, consistent
with the timeline we established for this process. We
look forward to engaging the Congregation at that time
and will keep everyone informed of opportunities to
meet any candidate who visits Rodef Shalom and to
share your feedback with our committee.

RODEF SHALOM
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EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Strength in Partnership

Barb Feige, The Murray Klein Executive Director
| feige@rodefshalom.org - 412.621.6566 x119

Jews are a community. Jews need a community. We have seen this now, maybe more than ever. We pray together,
we rally together, we laugh and cry and grieve and worry together. And, of course, we eat together.

I'd like to highlight some of our community partnerships that have sustained and strengthened us.

Violins of Hope is an amazing exhibit and the numerous affiliated
programs and events. Rodef Shalom was a sponsoring partner. We
hosted the training sessions for the exhibit docents. We displayed the
mosaics of the From Darkness to Light exhibit, which were created in
response to the 10/27/2018 attack . We are home to the Tuesday
Musical Club whose October concert featured a violin, viola, and cello
from the Violins of Hope collection. And our very own Mayda Roth,
Director of Development, played one of the violas in concert with the
Edgewood Symphony Orchestra, citing it as one of the most emotional
performances of her life.

Quantum Theatre chose Levy Hall for their 100th production—
The Flying Lovers of Vitebsk: The Chagall Musical. They transformed Levy
Hall into a canvas for music, light, color, and a love story for the ages.
The second preview performance was free for Rodef Shalom members
as a thank you for our partnership.

Holy Cross Episcopal Church in Homewood provides
outreach and resources for many in the community. Rodef Shalom has
contributed to their efforts with support from our Philanthropic Fund.
Rev. Torrey Johnson was one of the first in Pittsburgh to reach out with
sympathy and support following the October 7th attack in Israel.

Jewish Family and Community Services Refugee
Resettlement Program partnered with volunteers from our congregation
to organize, shop and set up a home for a new refugee family in
October as part of their Welcome Home Setup Project. Our members
literally went to an empty apartment and filled it with bedding, clothing,
food items and other supplies to welcome a family from South America
to their new home in Pittsburgh. As the project co-chair Salem Leaman
wrote in an email, “... we achieved a small milestone in Rodef Shalom's
long tradition of Tikkun Olam and Derech Eretz in the form of outreach
to the greater community around us.”

Rodef Shalom is a community and it belongs to and participates with other communities. It makes all us stronger,
happier, and more blessed.
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FAMILY CENTER PRESCHOOL

Each and every human being in this world has within
them a light. In different situations our lights shine in
different ways. Some days our light is very bright and
others it may shine a little less. We maintain the light
inside ourselves by allowing room for wonder which
leads to play.

Young children who have only been a part of our
world for a few years are just learning about how to
interact with the world: knowing how it works, what
skills they need to live among others, and what feels
safe. Sometimes their light is bright which causes
them to giggle and shine and sometimes it can be
hidden when they need to cry or hide. Learning how
their light works is where play comes in.

Bringing Joy and Light through Play
Ellie Feibus, Sidney and Shirley C. Rapport Family Center Director
feibus@rodefshalom.org - 412.621.6566 x127

Through play, children learn about how their light
effects themselves and others. They begin to
understand how the environment and the people
around them affect who they are and how much of
themselves they are willing to share. When children
play, they discover boundaries and build trust with
peers and adults. They learn to understand their
feelings and emotions. They learn who they are. It is
when they discover this, that they open themselves to
questioning, wondering, and imagining, the basis of
all play.

A focus of the Berkman Family Center and our
educators to provide children with an environment
that promotes wonder and recognizes that each child
has within them a unique light that will intrinsically
guide them in understanding who they are and what
their impact will be. Our educators are dedicated to
assisting our children in the process of finding
themselves through intentional play that encourages
exploration of self, environment, and community. It is
through this process that young children become the
light of our future, for all grownups were once
children, yet few of them remember. Through play we
can remember the joy and light we all bring to
the world.
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(and yes, | was an elder millennial when this happened)

Yael Eads, Youth Director and B'Mitzvah Coordinator B g
eads@rodefshalom.org - 412.621.6566 x130 ’

If old...er me would have told younger me that she would
LOVE Jewish Overnight Camp, younger me would have
laughed in her face! Younger me went to overnight
camp... once, for one week, with a bad attitude, got
kicked by a horse, and then never returned. At least not
until she hit that elder millennial status.

| have had the privilege to spend the last few summers
working with the Jewish Life team at URJ Camp Harlam,
and just this past summer spent my entire summer there.
To say | am lucky is an understatement. | get to work with
an inspiring group of camp leaders, numerous rabbis,
cantors, and educators from around the country, an
international staff that brings amazing energy and

excitement to our camp community, and of course
hundreds and hundreds of campers! And that isn’t even
the best part! On a personal level, the most rewarding e .
and most valuable part of the experience for me is how s s g

much | have IearnZd; about JeSvish education, about FH’ST SCSSID“ PlTTSbMV@M
camp, and about myself. | joked around a lot at camp Gampcrs J-r GJMP H’dl’lﬂM /
every time | learned something new, that this was S e =

“chapter
had to actually write that book | would never finish it.

in my book about my summer at camp.” If |

So if I, as an elder millennial, was able to learn and grow Wednesday, December 13
so much through my summer at camp, can you imagine Youth Hanukkah Celebration
how much growth and learning happens for our campers? and Social Action Event

| can. As both the parent of two campers and a staff

member who worked with every single camper who came Wednesday, December 27
through the gates last summer, | was able to watch this Prepare a meal for those in need
happen in real time. | observed campers open their minds at Our Giving Kitchen

to new experiences and learn new things. | watched them

make new friends and create connections unlike the ones Sunday, January 21

we make at home. Camp is fun, we know this, but camp Kindergarten-5th Grade:
offers up experiences and learning that home and school A Tasty Tu B'Shevat
cannot. | could start that book, and | could ask you to

read all 1,000 pages of it, but no book would ever be able Sunday, January 28

to truly explain the experience. The only way to do that is 6th-12th grade:

to see it for yourself through the eyes and experiences of

Purim Carnival Preparations begin
your children. ar rhival Freparat gl
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RELIGIOUS SCHOOL

RabbilF@jjep.org - 412.621.6566 x116

The weeks following the attack on Israel have been
difficult. For our children, we worry about what they
will see, how they will feel. We want to protect them
from evil, but we can't protect our children from the
ways of the world. And maybe we shouldn’t. We
parents and teachers should be the ones who help
them understand the world we live in. They will find
guidance somewhere. Better it come from us than the
playground or smartphones.

What do we tell them? This is the time for resiliency
and in particular, spiritual resiliency. Spiritual
resiliency is the faith in and connection to something
larger than ourselves. It is a belief and mindset that
helps us feel not alone when the going gets tough.
Spiritual resiliency is found in tight bonds to school or
friends or teammates or family or Jewish community
or God or any group that shares things in common.
Spiritual resiliency is that place you go when you
need to take a deep breath, understand your
purpose, be with people who support you so you can
be ready to face a new day.

8

“~s RODEF SHALOM
.Y conGrecaTiON

Creating Spiritual Resiliency

Rabbi Larry Freedman, Director of the Joint Jewish Education Program

As | get older, | find myself at the stage where | look
at my children and wonder how | did. Truly | raised
nice, polite, upstanding young men. But did | help
them foster spiritual resiliency? Did | help them gain
tight connections to something larger than
themselves? My household engaged in all manner of
Jewish behaviors. Mandatory Shabbat dinner (which
they replicate). Sukkah in the backyard. Decorations
for Hanukah and excited cleaning for Pesach.
Shabbat services often enough where they feel
confident. All the usual. However, in a desire to let
them make their own way I'm not sure if | shared my
values directly. | don’t think | taught them directly
about this or that Jewish value or custom. We just did
them. And while no child likes a pedantic father, |
may have missed the chance for them to push back,
argue, consider in ways that draw one near to the
wisdom and support Judaism can offer.

But we did say motzie before (almost) every dinner.
And we did have Jewish art in the house and
conversations about Jewish topics in the news and
Jewish music playing from time to time. They know
they are part of a larger people. | hope it helps them
to be resilient at this time.

| can only say that spiritual resiliency is not a passive
experience. | would challenge parents to think deeply
about how you are connected to Judaism, how it
gives you support and share that feeling explicitly
with your children. For this moment, let them know
how you are getting through. What gives you
strength? How is your Judaism helping you? Model
for your children in an active way how to get through
the tough times. | think they'll be grateful.

JJEP religious school students wrote letters to Roni
Bartov's friends in the Israeli army. Roni is our shinshin
from Israel, here in Pittsburgh for a year of service to
help strengthen our community’s connection with modern
Israel and the concept of shared peoplehood.
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: Sam Siskind, Librarian
,,\\ siskind@rodefshalom.org - 412.621.6566 x179

§
N

We have arrived at the end of 2023 and that means it is time to dust off the hanukkiahs, get the skillets sizzling for
potato latkes and win a dreidel game or two. It is a time to grab a book and learn some more about Hanukkah that
goes beyond the candles, delicious treats and games. Here are four suggestions of books available at the Lippman
Library for Hanukkah, as well as the following holiday, Tu b’Shevat, the birthday of the trees.

Seajonal, The Seasonal Jewish Kitchen
JM 7<itchen by Amelia Saltsman
This cookbook offers recipes in a Jewish calendar and season-based format. Included
g & f’ are several recipes each for Hanukkah and Tu b’Shevat. Among the Hanukkah recipes
% it t J are popular, standard dishes such as potato latkes and brisket, as well as more creative
: )& ones such as sweet potato and butternut squash mini-latkes, and Iraqi funnel cakes.
QL" i The Tu b’'Shevat section includes adventurous entries as well, including carob molasses

¢

ice cream and peppered red wine fruit compote. Check out this book and give some of

Aomalia, Sulbipmarn these a try!

Celebrating the Jewish Year: The Winter Holidays
by Paul Steinberg

Celebrating
the Jewish Year

This book discusses the origins of and provides various readings connected with the e
winter holidays of Hanukkah, Tu b’Shevat and Purim. The Hannukah section includes a Hanukiah
reading on Ma’oz Tzur and Redemption, as well as the everlasting aspect of Hanukkah P
from the view of Nachmanides. The Tu b’Shevat section includes writings on awakening
to nature, and the Joy on Tu b’Shevat from the view on the Baal Shem Tov. Though Purim
is further away, this book has a large section on that holiday as well, and is worth an early
look-ahead.

% THF'th\u)zma
N\ HAN The Ziz and the Hanukkah Miracle

UKKAH : . |
by Jacqueline Jules, illustrated by Katherine Janus Kahn
QIRACLE A !

PAUL STEINBERG
EDITED BY JANET GREENSTEIN POTTE

For older preschool/younger grade-school aged children, this delightful story tells of a
mythical large bird, the Ziz, who wants light for himself to be able to see at night. G-d
provides the Ziz with a lamp, and the Ziz comes across the menorah at the Holy Temple.
He uses his lamp to help keep the Menorah lit, and thus provide his light for others.
Though this book is intended for children, it will put a smile on the faces of adults and
ot Tues € parents as well.

acqu
itlustrated by Katherine Janus Kahn

SOLOMON and the TREES
Solomon and the Trees « Matt Biers-Ariel sz~

[llustrated by Esti Silverberg-Kiss
by Matt Biers-Ariel, illustrated by Esti Silverberg-Kiss

For younger school-aged children, this story for Tu b’Shevat is a retelling of the life of
Solomon and discusses his love of trees and nature as well as his desire to help grow and
preserve the ecosystem. Though not a literal Torah story, the main theme of the story is
the importance of protecting the environment for future generations.
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FROM THE ARCHIVES

Martha L. Berg, Archivist
berg@rodefshalom.org - 412.621.6566 x131

Our guest columnist is Amy Leaman, lifelong Rodef
Shalom member, current Board member, and
Archives volunteer.

“Hi! Family lore says that my great-grandparents were
married by a rabbi at Rodef Shalom. Do you have any
information?”

Until recently, there was no database to consult to
answer a question like that. Finding information
would require a researcher to know a time frame, and
perhaps even a rabbi’s name, in addition to the names
of the bride and groom. Rodef Shalom’s available
marriage records are scattered throughout the
archives, with details to be found in hand-written
journals, folders of loose county license stubs, and
various correspondence.

Second oldest documented Rodef Shalom wedding.

Archiving 159 Years of Marriages

In 2021, | began working on a project to compile all of
the available information into a single, searchable
spreadsheet. The current spreadsheet catalogs over
2100 individual marriages.

Rodef Shalom’s rabbis kept marriage records
differently. Rabbi Levy kept a register that recorded
not only each bride's and groom’s name, but their
ages, residences, places of birth, parents’ names, and
the groom’s occupation. Dr. Freehof had a journal in
which he numbered each ceremony, along with the
bride’s and groom’s name and residences. In the
1940's, each groom’s military rank was often noted.
Dr. Freehof also indicated — in Hebrew — whether a
bride or groom was divorced or had converted to
Judaism. He linked entries to each other. For example,
entry #986 had a note to see entry #389, showing that
he had officiated at the wedding of a child of a couple
he had previously married. Dr. Jacob saved
correspondence and vyearly lists of marriages he
performed. Many of our rabbis kept the stubs of the
licenses issued by various Pennsylvania counties.
Conversely, records maintained by some of the
historical associate rabbis are not present.

The earliest marriage record in the archives chronicles
the November 16, 1864 union of Jacob Eiseman, Esq.
from New York City and Hannah Marks from Allegheny
City. Our archival folder contains a photocopy, likely
made in the 1960s, of the original marriage license
along with a typewritten transcript. W. Armhold,
Minister of Rodef Sholem Congregation, performed
the ceremony with Judge Josiah Cohen and Moses
Oppenheimer as witnesses. The most recent marriage
record in the archives was performed by Rabbi Danny
Young in 2008. Along the way, | found many familiar
names from our Congregation’s history.

If you'd like to know what records the archives might
have regarding a family wedding, contact me or
Martha. We might be able to find a license or journal
entry for you.
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DEVELOPMENT

Mayda Roth, CFRE, Director of Development
roth@rodefshalom.org - 412.621.6566 x140

Felicia Herman, columnist at eJewishPhilanthropy
urged readers after the Simchat Torah massacre "“...if
you are on the side of good and you condemn evil,
now is the time to show it.” It is with great pride that
the Board of Trustees announces the Congregation’s
2024 Pursuer of Peace honorees: Laura Ellsworth,
Jones Day, Partner-in-Charge of Global Community
Services Initiatives, and Mark Nordenberg, Chancellor
Emeritus, University of Pittsburgh. In response to the
attack at Tree of Life, Ms. Ellsworth and Mr.
Nordenberg created the Eradicate Hate Gilobal
Summit, the world’s most comprehensive anti-hate
conference.

The foundational white paper of the Summit included
Nelson Mandela’s quote: “No one is born hating
another person because of the color of his skin or his
background or his religion. People must learn to hate,
and if they can learn to hate, they can be taught to
love, for love comes more naturally to the human heart
than its opposite.” Our honorees will be celebrated on
Sunday June 23, 2024. To serve on the Tribute
Committee, please contact me at
roth@rodefshlaom.org.  Join  us honoring
Ms. Ellsworth and Mr. Nordenberg, champions in
denouncing hate and developing new solutions to
prevent hate-motivated violence.
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There are only two ways to live
your life. One is as though nothing
is a miracle. The other is as
though everything is a miracle.

-Albert Einstein

The words of Albert Einstein are pause for thought. As
we celebrate miracle of Chanukah in 5784, let us
remember that every single day is a miracle.

Understand that since we write our articles long
before you receive this issue, war is currently raging
in Israel. Who knows what the situation will be in
December? | wish you the best for the upcoming
holiday season, but | hope, too, for a miracle. A
miracle that our world leaders remain focused on
eradicating hate and racing toward peace, as we
welcome the light of our Chanukah candles.

Rodef

Thank you, always, for

Shalom Congregation.

supporting

£

ordenberg

Laura Ellsworth Mark N

Creators of the Eradicate Hate Global Summit

Rodef Shalom Congregation's 2024 Pursuer of Peace Honorees
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CONGREGATIONAL NEWS

Cooper Ryan Sigal
February 24

Cooper is a seventh grader
at Winchester Thurston. He
loves playing sports with his
three brothers. His favorite
thing to do is to play ice
hockey. This is his passion
and why he has chosen to
help teach younger kids
how to play the game he
loves as his B'Mitzvah
project. Cooper plans to
continue his hockey
development and growth in
other sports.

Welcome to our New Members
Esther Schewel and Matt Abatecola

Rachel Fogel and Kevin Dowling

Stanley Kanner

Sarah Linder Marx and Christopher Marx

Marlee and James Myers

Terri and Oscar Reicher

Olga and Alexander Sobkin

Laura and Lewis Sohinki and their sons Charlie and Ben

Mazel Tov!

Anne Clair Goodman on the birth of her son
Solomon.

Marcia Levaur in her new home.
Sally and Tim Litman on their 64th anniversary.

Abbott Piontkowski on being called to the Torah
as a B'Mitzvah on February 10.

Cooper Ryan Sigal on being called to the Torah as
a B’Mitzvah on February 24.

May their memory be a blessing

Kent Bloomer

Sandra “Sandie” Brand
Arthur "Art" Cook
Barbara Ehrlich

Dr. Norman Magid
Robert Mandell

Jack Marcus

Charles Reichblum
Richard “Dick" Rubinoff

Hanukkah Online
December 7-14 - 5:30 PM

Join us on Zoom this Hanukkah as we light candles together,
* sharing the light from inside our homes.

35 REGISTER AT RODEFSHALOM.ORG/ZOOMHANUKKAH »3:}
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Hanukkah Shabbat with You Families with young children are invited to
4:30 PM join us for a pre-Shabbat playdate,

services, and dinner. $5 per family.

Bring your Hanukkah menorah to light
prior to our service, and stay afterward for
our oneg to enjoy the light over latkes
and sufganiyot!

Shabbat Hanukkah

Games, crafts, prizes, donuts, and latkes!
Latkepalooza at Beth Shalom £ b ,
veryone is welcome to JJEP's annual

10:00 AM community Hanukkah celebration. $5 per
person or $20 per family at the door.

Our youth group is invited to light our
& Social Action Evert L
6:00 PM ANA D ANNA P | orars: 9ames,

] social action activity.

Youth Hanukkah Celebration

Hear our own Rodef Shira Choir and
others from faith communities around the
city for this special concert

7:00 PM at the JCC in Squirrel Hill.

Find'out more andjregisterfor programsatrodefshalom.org

LIGHT! A Multifaith Celebration
Through Song




COMMUNITY OUTREACH AND SOCIAL ACTION

Making a Difference in our Community
Join us for our upcoming intiatives!

In October, the Community Outreach and Social Action (COSA) Committee of Rodef Shalom Congregation had a
successful start for its Welcome Home Team Refugee Resettlement Program in cooperation with the Jewish Family
and Community Services of Pittsburgh. Several members worked together to shop for, and set up, a new home for a
refugee family about to arrive in Pittsburgh from their native home. This is truly an act of Tikkun Olam. In order to
continue working on this important project, we need your help. If you're interested in volunteering, please contact
Salem Leaman at fdnygm®@aol.com or 412.781.4642.

In addition to the Refugee Resettlement Project,
the COSA Committee has planned a variety of
programs over the next several months. The
Committee is bringing back three drives that were
well received last year - a holiday gift drive with
Holy Cross Church in Homewood, a sock drive,
and a diaper drive to benefit the Western
Pennsylvania Diaper Bank.

In setting its agenda for the coming year, the
COSA Committee has identified climate change as
a priority and is investigating working with the
organization, “Dayenu, A Jewish Call to Climate
Action.” Dayenu's mission is "to secure a just,
livable and sustainable world for all people for
generations to come by building a multi-
generational Jewish Movement that confronts the
climate crisis with spiritual audacity and bold
political action.”

Our volunteers getting ready to set up a home
for a refugee family.

Finally, please join us. Whether your heart is in setting up
a home for an immigrant family, helping with drives to
meet critical community needs, or finding a place to take
action on the overwhelming issue of climate change, help
us in our commitment to Tikkun Olam. Contact us at
cosa@rodefshalom.org to get involved.

ot DAYENU
Your COSA Co-Chairs

Karen Brean and Rebecca Gildengers A Jewish Call to Climate Action

~~y RODEF SHALOM
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WOMEN OF RODEF SHALOM

Two of our very talented members, Sabina Rosenfeld and Nancy
Rosenthal, have quilted a Simcha/Memorial wall hanging to be
displayed near Cohen Chapel. The tribute quilt will showcase the
special moments and memories of our members. Commemorate,
honor, or memorialize a family member or friend by adding a
dedication on one of the 77 Stars of David on our handmade quilt
for $54.00.

Proceeds will be used to purchase essential kitchen items,
including high-quality cookware, bakeware, cutlery, accessories,
small appliances, chafing dishes, serviceware, and cabinet locks.
With our kitchen increasingly in demand, these upgrades will
benefit our congregants and scores of organizations that use our
facility.

To dedicate a star online, please visit bit.ly/wrsquilt.

Thank you for creating your special star!

BROTHERHOOD

Tim Litman, Brotherhood President
litpak@aol.com

Since its inception in 1917, the Brotherhood of Rodef Shalom has
been dedicated to providing religious and financial support to
the Congregation. Our members' contributions to our community
span a wide range of activities, from cooking and serving at the
Purim Carnival to ushering at services. We help our wider
community by collecting day-old baked goods and produce for
the East End Cooperative ministry. Further, we are thrilled to
sponsor events such as the East Winds Symphonic Band Cabaret
Concert, which raised nearly $1,500 for the JFCS Squirrel Hill
Food Pantry.

Our Yahrzeit program, which provides
personalized reminders to congregants as a
yahrzeit approaches, as well as yahrzeit
candles, is yet another way we extend our
service to the community.

We warmly welcome new members who share
our values and commitment to the community.
Membership costs $36.00 per year, and our
monthly meetings are held on Zoom at 7:30
p.m. on the 2nd Wednesday of each month
through June 2024. To join, please make a
check  payable to Rodef  Shalom
Congregation, with Brotherhood noted in the
memo, and mail it to our attention at Rodef
Shalom Congregation.
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CONTRIBUTIONS

August 1 through October 31, 2023

RODEF SHALOM CONGREGATION FUND

Donations

Sandra L. Bennett, Jane and Charles Coleman, Nancy
and Shelley Farber, Kathleen and Larry Paul, Janet
Goodman and Charles Reitman, Yelizaveta Kisler and
Aleksander Shulkin, Patricia and Alan Siger

Honoring
Mimsie Leyton by Susan and David Rush

In Appreciation
Margot and Michael Brozost, Adam Lenchner

In Memory

Sandie Brand by Barbara and Alan Ackerman, Karen
Shapiro and Mark Aronson, Book Club Friends, Marian
Finegold, Marolee and Dr. Burton Pollock, Sally and
Lanny Seed, Arthur “Art"” Cook by Leatrice Wolf,
Leslie Dukehart by Nellie Lou Slagle, Maxine Fisher
by Linda and Harold Cohen, Judith Erlen, Barbara
Kovacevic, Sally and Tim Litman, Heather Mallet, Lois
Michaels, Linda and Alexander Orbach, Sarah Russell,
Arline Schwartz, Blooma Stark, Deborah Knox and
Mark Willoughby, Dr. Harold Lenchner by Aaron
Lenchner and Family, Dr. Norman Magid by Rhea and
Jay Marinstein, Carolyn Olbum by Alece and David
Schreiber, Sheila B. Pearlman by Gwen Miller,
Richard “Dick” Rubinoff by Alece and David
Schreiber, Leslie and Richard Snow, Maxine
Shepman by Drs. Ellen and Jeffrey Cohen, Elyse and
Dr. Marty Eichner, Lori and Richard Guttman, Ellen and
Jack Kessler, Pinky and Dr. Robert Lebovitz, Catherine
Loevner, Nellie Lou Slagle, Joan and Howard Snyder,
Ferne and Jeff Weinberg, Arlene and Dr. Richard
Weisman, Brother of Lois Solomon by Gwen Miller,
Jacquelin Wechsler by Joanne Eskin Sutkin, Rosalyn
A. Serrins, Isaac Serrins, Dorothy Weiss and
Sherman Weiss by Betty and Ira Weiss

BIBLICAL BOTANICAL GARDEN

Donations

Anonymous, Emmanuel Lutheran Church of Export,
Dr. Joshua Goldfaden, The Paul D. Schurgot
Foundation, The Robert and Mary

Weisbrod Foundation

Honoring

Marian Finegold by Osher Lifelong Learning Institute
at Carnegie Mellon University, Cheryl Moore and
Eitan Sadeh by Hanna Gruen

In Memory
Maxine Fisher by anonymous

BOOK OF REMEMBRANCE

In Memory

Bernita Buncher by her children, grandchildren and
Caryn Rubinoff and Craig Dunham, Arthur Ferleger,
Ruth Ferleger, Judy Sigal and David Wolsky by
Donna Kruman and Leonard Ferleger, Albert Ring by
Marian Finegold, Marjorie Wayne Wechsler,
Richard Lawrence Wechsler, Anne H. Cook, and
George T. Cook by Phyllis and Lawrence Wechsler

Rodef Shalom Legacy Society
Marian and Richard™ Finegold

CAPITAL BUILDING FUND

Honoring
Sarah and Rick Wertheimer by Nancy and
Bob Rosenthal

RICHARD A. FINEGOLD FAMILY PRE-SCHOOL FUND

In Memory
Maxine Fisher, Fred Marks, M.D. by
Marion Finegold

IN-KIND GIFTS

Sharon and Don Dunlap, Gail and Rebecca Lefkowitz,
Marcia Levaur, Michael Levy

JEWISH COMMUNITY FOUNDATION OF
THE JEWISH FEDERATION OF GREATER PITTSBURGH

In Apperication
Violins of Hope collaboration

LIPPMAN LIBRARY

Honoring
Cara Rackoff by Roberta Brause

MUSIC FUND

In Appreciation
Dianna and Stephen Boak

“~s RODEF SHALOM
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In Memory

Arthur “Art” Cook and Dr. Lee Dameshek by Mayda
and Barry Roth, Dr. Bernard Mallinger by Susan
Shapera and Earl Schaffer

MUSIC AT RODEF SHALOM

Donations
Bonnie Robbins-Fox

PRAYER BOOK FUND

Honoring
Cara Rackoff by Roberta Brause

PURSUER OF PEACE 2024

Donors as of October 31, 2023
Platinum

PNC Bank

Gold

Catherine and Mark H.* Loevner
Silver

Barbara and Alan Ackerman
Bronze

Jewish Healthcare Foundation
Copper

Frederick Frank

Lois Michaels

Pittsburgh Jewish Chronicle
Brass

Richard and Ann Bass Roth

RABBINIC DISCRETIONARY FUNDS

Honoring
Cantor Toby Glaser by Carol and Richard Nathenson

In Appreciation

Rabbi Sharyn Henry and Cantor Toby Glaser by the
family of Mia Forscher; Family of Gloria Kleiman,
Family of Thomas Lippard,

Family of Fred Marks, M.D.

In Memory
Maxine Shepman by Susie and Gregg Perelman

ALEX SEED MEMORIAL MENTAL HEALTH FUND

Honoring
Cara Rackoff by Sally and Lanny Seed, Sally and
Lanny Seed by Sophie Elmer

In Memory
Alex Edward Seed by Patricia and Rob Americus,
Sally and Lanny Seed

ARNOLD D., NORMA W., AND IDA J. WILNER
HUNGER FUND

Honoring
Dr. Michael Finikiotis by Tom Wilner

In Memory
Herbert Jacobson, Emanuel Miller and Yolanda
Willis by Tom Wilner

RODEF SHALOM LEGACY SOCIETY DONORS

Recognizing donors who have included the
Congregation in their estate plan
Anonymous (3)

Barbara and Marcus Aaron II*
Betty Abrams™

Barbara and Alan Ackerman
Marcia® and Richard Adelsheim
Lawrence Adler

Dorothy Avins®

Bette and Hal* Bigler

Charlotte and Max Bluestone*
Karen and Richard Brean

Rosella and Gilbert Broff*

Sylvia and Sidney Busis™

Marion Cohen*

Teri and Barton Cowan

Marcia and Charles* Deaktor
Gene and Robert* Dickman

Leisl and Fritz Ehrlich*

Adam and Matthew Falcone
Ruth and Emil Feldman*

Sheila and Milton* Fine

Marian and Richard” Finegold
Sylvia Fischer

Frederick N. Frank

Fanny Gelernter®

Bette Jean Goldblum*

Jack Goldsmith*

Juliette Grauer®

Anna Greenberg*

Marjorie Greenberger

Sharyn Henry and Dennis Grinberg
Lester Hamburg*

Alex and Harris Heit

David Hammerstein

Jane Haskell*

Jacki and Jeffrey Herzog

Martha and Edwin Horne*

Irene* and Walter Jacob

Lynne and Blair Jacobson

Susan Friedberg Kalson and David Kalson
Natalie A. and Lawrence” Kaplan
Goldie and Joel Katz
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Evan Klein

William Klingensmith

Corrine and Seymoure Krause”
Susan and Eric Kruman

Amy Langham

Audrey and Robert* Lazar
Marilyn and Earl* Latterman
Francine and Alan Lefkowitz*
Sharon and Alan Lesgold
Marcia Levaur

Edgar Levenson”®

Frances and David Levin®
Samuel Levine®

Janet Markel and Barry Lhormer*
Sally and Tim Litman

Susan Loether

Catherine and Mark™ Loevner
Stephanie and Bernard Mallinger®
Myrna® and Mark Mason

Lois and Milton™ Michaels
Norma and Edgar Michaels™
Pauline and Bernard Michaels®
Gwen and Felix Bebe™ Miller
Ruth Westerman™ and J. Robert Myers
Carol Goldblum Nathenson
Helen Orringer

Lynn and Gerald Ostrow”
Marla Perlman™

Marolee and Burton Pollock
Jeffrey Pollock

Shirley and Sidney Rapport™
Richard E. Rauh

Mildred Rogow™

Bette and Howard® Rom
Sabina and Peter Rosenfeld
Marcia Rosenthal

Nancy and Robert Rosenthal
Mayda Roth

Michele Gray-Schaffer and Eric Schaffer
Steven Schimmel

Sally and Lanny Seed

Dottie and Alan Silberman™
Marjorie Silverman

Nancy and Richard Simon*
Janet™ and Edward Snyder
Janet and John Spear”®

Karla and Raymond Stept*
William Stein

Laura and Harlan Stone
Meredith and David Strassburger
Mona and E.J. Strassburger
Adeline and Harry Tabor®
Barbara and Emil* Trellis
Shirley Tucker®

Barbara and Don Werner
Wendy Wertheimer

Carol Williams

Ruth Wintner*

Susan and Robert Wolf*
Leatrice and John* Wolf, Sr.
Ruth C. Yahr

Florence and Harvey Zeve®

Ivan H. Wolff by Lillian Wolff and Joshua Wolff

Bruce Americus by Patrice and Rob Americus, Belle
Comins by Amy C. Lowenstein, Richard S. Crone by
Lois Crone, Zola Gold by Steffi Gold, Suanna Davis
and Doreen and Clarence Gordon by Jennifer
Burnau and Richard Gordon, Nathan H. Kart by Janie
and Dr. Barry Kart, Earl Latterman by Marilyn
Latterman, Harriet Newman by Cantor Julie Newman
and Bill Klingensmith, Ann C. Pumpian by Phyllis
Klein, Robert Reichblum by Audrey and Charles™
Reichblum, Paul B. Rogal by S. Jay Rogal, Dorothy
Schuman by Rabbi Burt Schuman, Pauline Silk by
Mary Lou and Richard Silk

Emanuel Ackerman by Barbara and Alan Ackerman,
Marion L. Kart by Janie and Dr. Barry Kart, Miriam
Cantor, Jacob Newman, and James Klingensmith
by Cantor Julie Newman and William Klingensmith,
Rachel Rosenfeld by Peter Rosenfeld, Mildred Plack
and Mildred Rubenstein by Carol and Michael Yahr
and family, Gail, Arnold and David Ryave by Sharon
Ryave Brody, Dorothy Lent Sfarti by Cynthia and W.
Michael Weisfield, Vitie Friedman and Sam
Sugerman by Marilyn Latterman, Bill Weisberger by
Patti Weisberger, Sigmund Yahr, Miriam Yahr and
I. Leroy “Lee” Yahr by Ruth Yahr

Meyer Berger by Susan and Peter Smerd, Selma
Weiner Berkman by Barbara and Alan Ackerman,
Jenny Cantor by Cantor Julie Newman and William
Klingensmith, Sari Rogal, Allen Rogal, Louise
Feldman and Robert Feldman by S. Jay Rogal,
Edward I. Goldberg by Joannie and S. Jay Kamin,
Rachel Goldfarb by Barbara T. Miller, Stuart
Goodman by Lee Goodman, Tillie Izenson Grossman
by Ed and Phyllis Mandell, David M. Harrison by The
Harrison Family, Herb Kaufman by Andi Kaufman
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Edward J. Lewis by Anne V. Lewis, Malcolm K. Levy
by Angela F. Levy, Dorothy Mates by Linda and
Jeffrey Mates, Fanny Meth and A.M. Palm by Jeanne
Meth, Danny Damick, Arthur Damick and Sarah
Schein by Dean Damick and Marion Damick, Alex E.
Seed by Amy Schlesinger, Arnold Silverman by
Susan Silverman, Robert F. Stone by Harlan Stone,
Louise C. Waxler by Amy C. Lowenstein, Norman
Weiner by Stanley Weiner, Charlie Wise by

Ralph Wise

Paula Ohringer by Margie Ungar, Avital Ungar and
Raizel Ungar

Gilbert Broff by Rosella Broff*, Lillian S. Freehof by
Women of Rodef Shalom, Dr. Solomon B. Freehof by
Lillian Freehof”, Edith Lieberman Glick by Eleanor G.
Caplan, Estelle and Jack Kruman, Gertrude and

Dr. Simon Berenfield, and Bertha and Neff Kruman
by the Kruman family, Jerry Lebovitz by Judith Kelsey
Lebovitz and Family, Jerry T. Silverman by Marjorie,
Jane, Stephen and Barbara Silverman, Ethel Kaplan
Stept by Dr. Raymond Stept*

Zola Gold and Teddy Cohen by Nancy and Steven
Cohen, Mayer A. Green by Patricia and Sanford
Berman, Edward L. Gordon by Betty Gordon, Rose
and Doc Green by Jacquelin and Irving “Bud”
Wechsler®, Roberta Samuels, Nancy and Michael
Weissman, Hannah Kamin by Marvin Kamin®, Hyman
and Martha Rogal by Alvin and Ann Rogal*, Essie

and Charles Ostrow, Carrie and Moe Struminger by

Lynn and Gerald Ostrow™, Warren J. Shapera by Sue

Shapera, Hal Shapera, and Anne Clair Goodman, Alex

Speyer, Tillie S. Speyer, and A. James Speyer by
Alexander Speyer, Jr.”

Edith Donnenberg by Drs. Vera and Albert
Donnenberg, Julian Ruslander by Lee Ann Freeman,
Gail, Arnold, and David Ryave by Sharon Ryave
Brody and Ben and Josh Brody, Harriet
Schneiderman by Laura and Henry Schneiderman,
Sylvia Schutzman by Herbert Schutzman, Alex
Edward Seed by Sally and Lanny Seed, Leonard
Singer by his family, Lester R. Smith by Hilary L.
Smith, Olga B. Stark by William Stark™ and family,
Irving “Bud” A. Wechsler, Dora Stiglitz Wechsler
and Abraham Wechsler by Jacquelin G. Wechsler®
and family, Rebecca Weisberg Siegel by Naomi
Weisberg Siegel,

Scott Harinstein by Jennifer and Matthew Harinstein

Maxine Shepman by Ilene and Michael Levy

*Z"l, of blessed memory

Despite our best efforts, errors may occur.
Contact the Development Office should you have any
changes at 412.621.6566 x140.

Rodef Shalom Congregation is supported by grants from the Jack Buncher Foundation, the Fine Foundation, the
Gaming Economic Development Tourism Fund administered by the Redevelopment Authority of Allegheny County, the
Jewish Federation of Greater Pittsburgh, the Frances F. and David R. Levin Endowment Fund, the Charles M. Morris
Charitable Trust, Pennsylvania Commission on Crime and Delinquency, the Pennsylvania Historical and Museum
Commission’s Keystone Preservation Grant, a program funded by the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, the Pittsburgh
History & Landmarks Foundation, PNC Bank, The Pittsburgh Foundation, The Paul D. Schurgot Foundation, The Robert
and Mary Weisbrod Foundation, an anonymous foundation, and donors like YOU.
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Wlisic and, Wiore at odef Shalom

Cut Time Simfonica

An octet of musicians bring orchestral
sounds where a full orchestra can't fit!

Monday - December 4, 2023
Levy Hall - 7:00 P.M.

oy Sonne: iolin Tavorifes

Sonne returns with musical selections
reflecting his life as a violinist

Monday - March 25, 2024
Levy Hall - 7:00 P.M.

-

Qodef Shalom through the
Eyes of Children
Artwork by children in the

Berkman Family Center
April 1 — May 17, 2024

Opening Reception - Commons Area
Friday « April 5, 2024 - 4:30 P.M.

Chhin [Qstrakovea Duo

Yeeha Chiu, piano, and
Eva Ostrakovna, soprano,
perform beloved classical works

Monday - May 6, 2024
Levy Hall +7:00 P.M.
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Music and More at Rodef Shalom is supported in part by a grant from Seth Stark in memory of his father id ney Stark, Jr.




